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Wadingbirds
Keen on nqlurql history !ll his li le, Les Jomieson lhought

lhot o prir of woding birds would s<ore highly on
originclity when he enfered lhe turning ronpetil ion ol lhe
Wenbley erhibition eorlier thir yeor. He wor proved right,

cnd wos reworded wilh serond prize.

avins had my appetite lor competidors whetted
last/ear when lreceived a runners up prize in
Cnli Suppliea autumn show,lfel! enco!aged to
enrerWembley.The suble.t caled for a marching
palr  of  i tems,and as a natun is  fe t thatapan

wool.The bse was then parted of with a | / | 6in. thin pan ng tool
takir8 are to slghty lndercut so that the birds wouLd stand nrm.The
ufdeEide ofthe base can be sanded with a sandlng disc held n alacobs
chuck,buttake care wher uslng one ofthese in the headnock as it cai
eas ly.ome our ifpressure is not maintaned on it.

To linsh the neck rine I made a iam chuck like the insde ofa box Ld
approximately /4in deep.The innef edSe of the rine,which h aways
roush f.om the capt ve rins too, cou d then be sanded. I revened the
rihs aid comp eted the sndins and sealihs.

At this stage the rinS Ms cu!wirh a fiie sw ro form rhe Mo necks.
ln ordef to 8ve a good dose ft ro the body and head, rhe cur ends of
the rin8s have to be ho lowed ro fo,h a concave su.6ce.lsbrted this
coicavity wilh a /.1n.dri held ii rhelacobs chlckthen rcfined this
with r,o nndin8alds !o which 120 gri! paper had beei attached wth

slper Slueione aid qs for the curvature of the body and lhe
other for rhe head.

The end of the . nt ro be atiached to the body ws driled
and a short len$n ofcopperwlre supergued io asslst the

, '

ofblrds woud be quite difieremand would repfesema challenge lor

Ihe linber
S/camore was chosen as the timbef becalse ofib cose gmn strlcture
esemiaLfor nrensth in the delicate parB ofthe desisn.aid aho the

srain pasern was verysood forthe feather efiect on the bodl
The amount oftimber nvoLved is not very Sreat,aid

each b rd was clt from a 2in. square by 12 n. b ank of
' ' . "nore  d '  "L1owa h  d  e  I  Lndto

Eose and nerk
wth the bse blank mounled betweei
ceftres I nsa y lurned a 2n.spltoi
to ft lnro the 2in collet on m/ Craft
SLpplies combination chuck. Qnce
mounted, l then made a  cu tw i th  an

nren$h ofioin at this pad.

Body
ol Th s blan! wA asa,n molnted in rhe Zn.

.o  e t  ch lc l  and,  ou8hed

l/8in partn€ too l/8 n deep and 3/8 n from the end
ofthe block.lihen tu.ned a 3/8in.bead with a 3/8in.beadn8
and partin8 tool before a most comp etng the dng with a
3/8 n captiye I nt rool. However I wa .aretul not to cut rish.

lsanded rhe ou&r edse oftle rins workinS throlgh from
120 ro 400 i a hnse of8ri6. as was rhe cse n a lparu of
,l e p oJec,.Tl - rin8 'as rl el corplered w !r- rLle clpt "e n18
rool.aid paced to one sde forfulure frishing.

The rema i is block could iow be faced offand a 3A n
d ameter circle marked on the end wnh the lathe turninB
Pay n8 attenton to rhe 8n n panern.I then chose lhe
posiloi of lhe ho es {or the egs,and these were
marked wth a bFdawLbefo.e d.ilint 5/321n.
diameler by 3/8in,deep.The turnint ofthe base
was then competed,sanded and sealed wth
Caitlac melamne,a finish which lalways use
diuted 50/50 with celLiose thinners.At this
.onssten.y sevemlcoats can be applied guickly
with the larhe funning,and shoud an/ fnSs oj
polish appear these can be removed with 0000 wire

74

down to a cylinder I harked a
circle I i. from the eid and

turied oie side ofa bead ro
form the bnd! brcsL I then observed

the 8ni pattern so thd a pear shaped

I
9,,

imaSe wolld appear on the brd! sided to
simulate wifgs.On the undetside two holes were
driled 3/4in.apan aSain with a 5/32n. drilLto take
the legs.To a$st wth rhis the chuck Ms held usng

A panlng cut w$ now made 4in.from the frc.t
of$e bifd down to a 3/,1n. diametef and the best

pat of the body shapint Ms carried out whlle there
Ms snlLsome suppor.This aLowed to sand and seal

mo$ ol the bod/ before carylnt ourlinalshapint
ol the bi and pan nt throuth.

used vo spe.ial wooden .omponenb
made up to fr mo the bod/ olmr

'I combine on chuck to hold the body of the
bnd in the chuckfor finishlis the tail.
(lncdentaly this dev ce h idea ro hoLd eses for
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legt
The let blanks after initial cuttlnt from lhe blo.k were mounled in a

Nova chuckJined with the 25mm Fws. Usint the talLstockior

supporr I routhed dowi to l/2in.diameter lhen shaped !p the legs

as shown to be 5/32in.
diameter bu ging out slighlLy at
the 'kneet  to  be  l /2 in .

Due ro the delkacy ofthese
spindles, some form ot support
behind lhe leg is e$ential when
tlrning.As you can see in rhe
photograph I use the fiBt
frnter of mI hand s!pportinS
lhe tool blade on the re*
behind rhe les.This h a usefol
rechnigue and esential when
turnint thin components such

lleod
lagain mounted the block for
this in the 25mm jaws and
routhed down to 3/4in. diameter ShapinS was followed b/ sandins,

sealint and partin€ otr | nex! driled a suitable hole in the .emainihg

block ro jam chlck rhe beak lnto, lsing toilet tissue to prevent

markint,and renned the back of the head.

A:scrrbly
The legs were fi6t assembled wlth the base makins sure that lhe
knees were level and the train marchlnt. Nexr ! nfted rhe body to
rhe top of legs.The positioniry ot lhe neck was the most difiicuk
part and had to be done by trial and eroiAs t turned out the hole
for the copper wire turned out to be approxidately l/Sln.above the
.entre point oflhe breast.The ne.k was then sluck at an an€le of
approximarely 30 detrees usins 8ap nllin8 super glue with a setilnt
time of 30 seconds. FinaLLy the head was an ched to lhe neck so
!ha! lhe beak rouched the body,again using rhe eme tlue as before.

The effect was to dve rhe appeaEnce ofwadint birds when

Plinth
A sepante piece oftimber ls requlred for the base,and lcur mine
to tive a blank 5in. dlameler by 2ll2in.lhick.Three holes as shown
at A, B and C as in Figure 2 are required for mountint on a screw
chuck. These were drilled | /zin. deep. To asisr in rhis, rhe d rill can be
marked wth maskinS t.pe to indicate depth.

The blank was initialf rurned on centre A and the outer edSe
completely linhhed. Nex! | mounted on cenre B and,wkh the lathe
speed set at its low€s! settint,the raised portion ofthe pllnth Ms

l . nrik€d rnd ti.r..d rilh lriaarl r.dt l.1 a lli|rg.

l.sa d?ill.d rna ah.n lum.l to .Yoi{ .tgged eag... rl.k nn| hdd in lor lld rtp. hm lhu.lr,

hilirl ..n.rylir lorn.d riah l/{i|l' drill,

S dhg .0n. . .na .l n..lr rlah randlng lig.

l.dt 3hr!.d lor lir. lr..r! rnt kt n.hr m.rlol.
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shaped. Grear care has to be taken with this lurnint usinS a 3/8in_
bowr touge very sharp and ekinS thin curs before sandin! and
sealint Sone hand srdhS @ aho necesa-y. Fira..y the-blant was
mouhted or cenrre C to make a smail 2in. diamerer reces tor the

_ 
lcorp e@d rne tu,lirt by rc-cenGrht onA ard pa-on8 off 3/4in.

lrcn rl-e base down !o 3/4rn. dEmerer, before stoppint rhe dthe and
cutting the la* 3/4in.wilh a saw.The base was rhen tinished wirh
power sanding discs.To tive a nnal presentatioh the birds and ptinth
were given a ve./ thin coar of Renaissahce wd and hand potished.

(ondurion
l'1I competion ehrrlwas in fact the second pair ofbhds rhat I
made,and the experience Fined Irom the ffret pan enabted me to
perfect smalldetaik such as holowint the neck ends,dri ins hotes
for fie ,e8s ana rhen mat int trnish,lt cu6 ro tive no 2gseJedges
arou.d the holes.The shape ofthe tess,head and beak were aho
renned. Now if I was to attempt a thnd veBion I can onty rhink of
rmproving wkh protraphy or carving ro Sive more deta .

I cn heanill recohmend .ompetition work to anlone. h is a grcat
Incenuve to produce rhe vefy best work you can.lfyou are
succesfulthe thrillis tremendols,if not then perha;s the nexi time.

Iinrt iiite of [erd ind l.rk.

lig f.r icldlni cgg shataa .ti.alJ irrida !.mlinatiul .hsci.

lc{t l.rafs.d in tur||hg ,lr for frt$Ihi tie a!it.

$rrpini t.9 r h dn&r iurron t].n !. nd,
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