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Copy deadline for the next edition
of Revolutions

1st August 2025

Revolutions

Chairman’s report
Mike Wilson
In April we had our AGM and Branch
meeting, for the first time both meetings were
hybrid to enable those who wanted to attend
in person or by Zoom, so all could if they
wish, attend one or both meetings. We
believe it was successful as it gave all the
opportunity to ask questions and comment, I
would like to thank Bryan your Secretary and
John your Membership Secretary for sorting
out the technical details of making it happen.
At the AGM formal approval was voted that
Barrie Fisher, Eddie Elliottt, Chris Parker and
John Montgomery become Trustees of our
Charity, I am sure you wish them well in their
respective positions. We were sorry to see
Paul Otter; Mike Mansfield all retire from the
board and wish them well in the future. We
are also fortunate to have been able to
welcome a very experienced turner and
demonstrator Eugene Grimley with
experience in Safeguarding to come on
board to ensure our policies and advice on
this important subject, are up to date.
The accounts for the year 2024 were
approved by the Trustees and the AGM
thanks must go to George Rogers for getting
these finalised in good time to get them
checked by our Auditor. You will see a
summary within this month’s Revolutions. I
would highlight we are in a far stronger
position than at the end of the previous year;
by about £10k but also the savings we will
make on postage of Revolutions £9k will
mean we can put on more training and
development for our members. Whilst these
courses are free to members, we have
decided that there will be a booking fee of
£20.00 which is fully refundable on the

completion of the day, this is due to the fact
we have members book and not turn up with
no notice.
Hopefully you have seen our increased
presence on social media at both Facebook
and Instagram, this is down to the efforts of
Kate Kitchen. If you send Kate any details of
demonstrations and events with a picture,
Kate will add them to our page which is now
getting more and more hits each day so send
the details to her its a way to help you to
advertise to a wider audience.
Our youth training is developing under Steve
Gordon, Ron Caddy together with Peter
Bradwick and the Worshipful Company of
Turners I believe we should have 56 young
turners been helped this year.....our future. If
you know of any young turners that would
like help let Steve know. 
We are a Charity set up to develop the craft
of woodturning by educating the wider public
and developing members skills. As a charity
we can accept legacies so if you feel so
inclined remember us. 

2025 AWGB 
Branch meeting

The recent AWGB branch meeting, held
just before the AGM, was a great success.
This hybrid gathering brought together
executive members in person, with
branches joining in via Zoom – allowing
for wider participation and connection
across the country. It was encouraging to
hear a range of views and see the passion
within our community. Meetings like this
are a fantastic way to stay informed, share
ideas, and help shape the future of the
branches and committee. We hope to see
even more members involved next year –
your voice matters, and your support
keeps the craft alive and growing.
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Corporate Members of the AWGB

ARTelier de Guy
I am the agent for Rolly Munro
hollowing tools and accessories for
Great Britain. 
033 0684626553
www.guydutoit.com

Ashley Iles (Edge Tools) Ltd
Woodturning and Carving tools
traditionally made to a high
specifications.
01790 763372 
www.ashleyiles.co.uk

Axminster Tools
Suppliers of quality woodturning
products: courses from beginner
level to advanced.
03332 406 406
www.axminstertools.com

Beaufort Ink
Manufacturers of Versachucks, and
Beaufort brand pen kits. Suppliers
of specialist pen tools, and custom
kitless pen parts.
01363 84686
www.beaufortink.co.uk

Biven Machinery Sales
Suppliers of quality woodworking,
carving, woodturning, pyrography
machinery, tooling accessories and
consumables. Discounts available
for AWGB members.
01253 425793
www.bivenmachinerysales.co.uk

Brandon Bespoke
A leading manufacturer of quality
Oil and Wax wood treatments –
particularly food safe, all developed
and perfected over generations.
01256 220471
www.brandonbespoke.co.uk

Charnwood
Woodworking machinery, lathes,
chucks and accessories. Next day
delivery throughout UK Mainland. 
01530 516926 
www.charnwood.net

Chestnut Products (Finishes) Ltd
Quality wood finishes with
emphasis on products for
woodturners. See Chestnut
Finishing School videos on You
Tube. 
01473 890118
www.chestnutproducts.co.uk

Classic Hand Tools Ltd 
Hamlet, Crown and Robert Sorby
woodturning tools and accessories.
Timber, finishes, abrasives and the
Kirjes Sanding System. Lovely
showroom in Suffolk, full mail order
service. Serving the UK and beyond 
01473 784983
www.classichandtools.com

Crown Hand Tools Ltd
Crown offer the largest range of
woodturning tools worldwide,
combining the perfect mix of
tradition and innovation finished to
the finest exacting standards.
01142 612300
www.crownhandtools.ltd.uk

Dalmann UK
Sales of local and imported timber,
woodturning blanks, boards and
rustic slabs. Online shop or callers
welcome. 
01488 73089 
www.dalmannuk.com

English Woods
Making it easy for woodturners to
access high quality blanks in a wide
range of species. FREE delivery with
all UK mainland online store orders. 
01823 681002
www.englishwoods.co.uk

G & S Specialist Timber
Suppliers of timber, tools, lathes
and accessories. 
01768 891440
www.toolsandtimber.co.uk

GPS Agencies Ltd
Suppliers of alternate Ivory, Horn,
Black Ebony and Acrylic. Also Pen
blanks and larger turning stock.
01730 233366
www.gpsagencies.co.uk

Hampshire Sheen Ltd
Hampshire Sheen produces waxes
and colours that are blended by
hand in small batches, ensuring
that you have a high quality product
that lasts and lasts. 
01420 560077
www.hamsphiresheen.com
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Corporate Members of the AWGB

Henry Taylor (Tools) Ltd
Manufacturer of woodturning,
woodcarving and woodworking
tools. 
0114 234 0282
www.henrytaylortools.co.uk

Hope Woodturning 
Designer and manufacturer of a
range of quality woodturning tools,
jigs and sanding systems. 
01206 230694
www.hopewoodturning.co.uk 

Hunter Tool Systems (Europe) Ltd
Hunter Tool Systems is a
manufacturer of high end carbide
wood turning tools in America. We
are the sales office for the world
excluding North America. Products
are shipped from our warehouse in
the UK . 07702 695136
www.huntertoolseurope.co.uk

Klingspor Abrasives Ltd
Klingspor supply a wide range of
coated materials for abrasive belts,
discs, sheets, rolls and abrasive
sponges to cover all woodworking
applications. 
01909 712310 
www.klingspor.co.uk

Lovells Workwear Ltd
Suppliers of protective smocks and
aprons which can be personalised.
Safety, Comfort, Style. 
02920 598327
www.lovellworkwear.com

Martin Pidgen
We supply a large array of different
woods for the woodturning trade.
Please phone with your requests,
we do not have a website but can
supply most timbers. 
01472 873342

Max Carey Woodturning Trust
A registered charity which aims to
educate the public in woodturning.
Tuition is provided through a
comprehensive range of courses.
07976 402960
www.maxcareywoodturningtrust.or
g.uk

Mirka (UK) Ltd
Finishing products and tools
including abrasive discs, strips and
rolls, power tools and accessories 
01908 866100 
www.mirka.co.uk

O3a – O3 Adhesives
O3a is a dedicated range of
Cyanoacrylate Adhesives
specifically developed to meet the
requirements of makers and
crafters. 
07711 407950
www.o3adhesives.co.uk

Oaklea Woodcraft 
Stocking a wide range of finishes,
project kits, tools and blanks for the
woodturner and wood carver. 
01952 884064
www.oakleawoodcraft.co.uk

Odies Oil UK
Odie’s 100% natural, food safe oils
& waxes are perfect for bowls &
platters, cups, spoons & toys.
Suitable for any wood species,
interior or exterior. 
07778 954682 
www.odiesoil.co.uk

Pen Kits Direct Ltd 
t/a Taylors Mirfield

Specialist woodturning and
woodworking shop with classroom
in West Yorkshire. We develop high
end pen and project kits. 
01924 491949
www.taylorsmirfield.co.uk

Robert Sorby Ltd
Manufacturer of woodturning tools,
lathes, and accessories, chucks,
sharpening systems and
accessories, woodcarving and
woodturning tools. 
0114 225 0700 www.robert-
sorby.co.uk

SK Krafts
Buddy Range, 3d printed range of
tool and lathe accessories designed
to store all your lathe accessories,
chuck and much more. 
07787 542848
www.skkrafts.woodturners.uk

The Bandsaw Shop
We are a bandsaw blade
manufacturer based in Leeds, we
supply bandsaw blades to a wide
range of woodworkers & clubs
within the UK. You can see our full
range of blades and machines on
our website. 0113 252 2033
www.thebandsawshop.com
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Corporate Members of the AWGB

The Tiny Turner
I supply timber, finishes, project kits,
tools, resin blanks, faux fur and my
own range of chameleon pigments
and flakes.
07709 610089
www.thetinyturner.co.uk

The Woodturning School 
Online Ltd

Fully equipped woodturning school
with courses for all levels. Lessons
hosted by professional turners
Martin Saban-Smith and Les
Thorne. 
01420 560077
www.thewoodturning.school

Timbersource Ltd
A leading online timber merchant.
High quality hardwoods and
softwoods for the trade and the
public. 
01373 489610,
www.timbersource.co.uk

Turners Retreat
Complete range of woodturning
tools and courses. 
01302 744344 
www.turners-retreat.co.uk

Turnershop
Supplier of woodturning project kits,
accessories and pen kits.
Manufacturer and supplier of
Turnershop brand pen kits and
specialist pen kits including Bock
nibs. 07864 537778
www.turnershop.co.uk

W.L.West & Sons Ltd.
Offering a wide range of high-
quality British, European and exotic
woodturning blanks and boards.
Also turning and carving tools,
finishes and accessories. 
01798 861611 www.wlwest.co.uk

Woodart Products
Magnetic & non-magnetic LED
lights, Pyrography units &
accessories. Micro drill/detailer
equipment, Carbide piercing cutters
& burrs - and much more.
07770 226640 
www.woodart-products.co.uk

Woodturning Magazine
Best selling magazine for
Woodturners. Suppliers of books,
DVDs and magazines. 
01273 402871
www.thegmcgroup.com

WP Hardwood Ltd
Native and tropical hardwood,
bespoke service, turning blanks,
supplies and burrs.
AWGB Discounts available. 
07939 982144

Further information, including discounts, on the Corporate Members is available on the AWGB
website.

Yandle & Sons Ltd
Everything for the Woodturner. 
A large selection of tools and
machinery. Timber - blanks &
boards, tropical & native, finishes,
abrasives, books and much more.
01935 822207 
www.yandles.co.uk
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AWGB accounts as approved 
at the 2025 AGM
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Development 
and Training

Young Turners Training Programme

Applications are invited for places by 12-21 year old Young Turners on
‘Young Turners Training days’

For application forms and information visit… www.awgb.co.uk 
Or contact… Ron Caddy - 07903 313065    e-mail youthtraining@awgb.co.uk

Date Topic/Technique Tutor Venue

June 14th Varied (6 places) Derek Puplett Trent Valley Woodturners 
2025 Club

July 23rd Varied (4 places) Liz Pearson Unit 6B, Amners Farm, 
2025 West Berkshire

August 30th Varied (6 places) Gary Rance Countryways-Road Farm, 
2025 Gr Missenden

October 25th Varied (6 places) Les Thorne Garthowen Garden Centre
2025 Four Marks, Hants

Tutor Assessment
Roger Cutler
A tutor assessment I did recently at my
workshop. It’s of Ken Coates who is a
member of Galloway Woodturners - Well
done Ken, one of the few in Scotland!
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Woodturning Crossword number 1 answers
this appeared in the March 2025 issue of Revolutions
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Mudlarking and
Turning
Alan Robson
At my local club meeting, I did a ‘show and
tell’, sharing my interest in woodturning with
another hobby, mudlarking on the Thames
foreshore in London. 
I’ve been mudlarking for as long as I’ve been
turning, 3 years. I have a secondhand Record
CL4 lathe, which I’m hoping to upgrade, but
it’s been a great workhorse to have started
with. 
To mudlark, you need a permit from the Port
of London Authority. The permit allows you to
search from the Thames Barrier to
Teddington, although there are a number of
places where searching is not permitted.
These are usually for safety or security
reasons, such as the foreshore by the Houses
of Parliament, or are archaeologically
sensitive, an example being the foreshore
adjacent to the Tower of London. With the
permit comes certain responsibilities, such as
reporting finds of archaeological significance
through the Portable Antiquities Scheme, run
by the British Museum. To date, I’ve had over
80 finds recorded on the database, which is
available online for anyone to access. Just
Google ‘Portable Antiquities Scheme’, and
you can see the millions of finds recorded by
amateur metal detectorists, mudlarkers, and
others. I don’t use a metal detector on the
foreshore and search ‘eyes only’. The
Thames foreshore is scoured by huge tides,
sometimes revealing, sometimes concealing,
clues to London’s waterside history. If you are
still reading, you might think, ’What’s this got
to do with woodturning?’ Stay with me! 
Driftwood is obviously regularly found on the
foreshore, sometimes even large tree trunks.
I’m always on the lookout for something I
might be able to use, and with that in mind I
picked up a length of what looked like a bit
of water-worn 2”x2”. It was sodden and very
heavy and it came home with me. More
funny looks from commuters as I sat on the



Glassware is also a common find. I picked
up the bottom of a square shaped 18th-
century glass bottle. The little domed shape,
still found in modern wine bottles, is called a
punt. I took it home because it glistened like
a diamond with iridescence, caused by

chemical reactions
with the Thames
mud. My sister saw it
and asked if it was
something she could
keep and display. It
looked a little odd on
its own, so I turned a
little stand for it to sit
on from a piece of
an abandoned and
discarded Oak
signpost. 

train with it, in my muddy
trousers and Wellington
boots. It took weeks to
dry but revealed itself to
be a piece of
Afrormosia, a tropical
hardwood from Central
Africa. Its qualities,
strength and durability,
being rot resistant,
means it is used in boat
building and riverside
construction where the
timber can cope  with
regular immersion. I
used timber from this
find to turn a handle for
an 18th-century fork
found on the river. I
copied the shape and
style from a similar fork
in The Clink Museum on
the Southbank. I turned
another handle for a
three-pronged 18th
century fork from a bit of
English Walnut. 
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On a sobering note, most of these pins would
have been made by children. Only they had
the nimble dexterity of little fingers that the
manufacturing process required. 

My sister has just moved house and is lucky
enough to have a room dedicated to her
sewing hobby. As a housewarming gift, I
thought it would be nice to use a few of the
pins to create numerals on a clock for her
sewing room. I turned the clock face from a
piece of Sycamore from her garden.

I am a member of the East Surrey
Woodturners group.

Another regular find on the river are pins.
They’re often found in clumps of maybe up
to 20, and all together or in close proximity.
They date from the 13th to the 18th century.
Hard to date individually as the
manufacturing process didn’t change
significantly until the Industrial Revolution. 
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Advertising in Revolutions
The cost of advertising in the new look A5
Revolutions.

Cost 
per edition

Whole Page £100

½ Page £50

¼ Page £25

There is a 10% discount for booking
adverts for the whole year.

Individuals as well as Corporate Members
can advertise in Revolution, 

e.g. items for sale, training offered, etc.
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Across:
1 Prepared food inside cat ere day is
ended? (7)
5 A helicopter that cuts through the air?
(7)
9 Speedy Gonzales lifted timber - exotic!
(7,8)
10 They reduce sport to its bare essentials!
(9)
14 Proclamation is the key to a gripping
item (6)
16 Des won, and changed - there was
bad weather (6)
17 A green girl who we all like to turn (5)
18 Confused gas win for woodcutting (6)

20 English opener chose to scramble
repeats (6)
23 Emphasis mostly complete - tiring and
tense (9)
28 Laura blurts a sin - spin round
Antipodean treasures (10,5)
29 What trees use to advertise? (7)
30 Betrayal sounds like wood fell on top
(7)

Woodturning Crossword number 2
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Down:
1 Explorers need this pointer (7)
2 VAT for one will take you there (4)
3 A flat I certainly will look back at for a
musical performance (7)
4 Caned? Spin round and gyrate! (5)
5 Notice common timer (5)
6 More than a cricket score, so go on too
long (7)
7 Drop round to poke (4)
8 Scarlet timber? No, but very tall (7)
11 Hooks junkies (7)
12 Pictured pale and haggard (5)
13 Steep dive for Cornish Object-Oriented
Programming? (5)
15 Cut branch journal (3)
16 Spot for a bishopric? (3)
18 Puts down trouble and goes to sea
(3,4)
19 Simple prodigy (7)
21 Oatmeal topping will fall apart (7)
22 Treads all over his new wife’s boy (7)
24 French flair - he shakes talc even inside
backing (5)
25 Head teacher rotates pals and makes
beech look good (5)
26 Continent which has Ian in it (4)
27 Star turn gets a degree in this (4)

Answers to this crossword on page 26.
I am not making you wait until the next issue
of Revolutions this time..
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Development 
and Training

Member Training Workshops

Liz Pearson
West Berkshire

10th July 2025
Intermediate

[copy turning] A pair of candlesticks

Dan Smith
Yorkshire

17th July 2025
Beginners

Pen turning

Martin Saban-Smith
Hampshire

26th July 2025
Intermediate
Droplet clock

Pete Osbourne
Eden Valley

16th September 2025
Beginners

2 bowls - one log

John Blake
Pembrokeshire

18th September 2025
Intermediate

Router art on the lathe 

To apply - visit the AWGB website: www.awgb.co.uk and download an
application form and send to the coordinator shown on the form. 

Or complete a ‘Training Workshop Application’ web form. 
Only fully completed application forms will be considered.

If a workshop is oversubscribed, there will be a ballot for places.

These workshops are subject to restrictions at the time and unfortunately may need to be
cancelled at short notice. Preference will be given to those that have been allocated places
previously that were cancelled. If you have any questions, please contact our Training Officer
- email at training@awgb.co.uk.
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Welcome Mick Hanbury

We are delighted to welcome Mick Hanbury
as a Tutor Assessor for the Association of
Woodturners of Great Britain (AWGB). 
Mick brings a wealth of experience and
passion to the role, having spent many years
honing his skills as a professional woodturner
and demonstrator. Known for his creativity,
technical ability, and engaging teaching style,
Mick has become a respected figure in the
woodturning community. 
His role as Tutor Assessor will involve
supporting and evaluating our tutors to
ensure high standards of teaching and
knowledge sharing across the AWGB. We’re
thrilled to have Mick on board and look
forward to the expertise he brings to the
team.

Revolutions Newsletter

We can deliver Revolutions in both paper and electronic pdf format. 

All members we have email addresses for will initially receive both formats. 

If you would prefer just the paper version or just the electronic version or neither,
or if you want to change your exisiting preference

email John Peachey - datamanager@awgb.co.uk with your choice.

Turners Talk ...
The Association of Woodturners of Great
Britain (AWGB) hosts a weekly "Turners Talk"
on Zoom every Friday, providing an
engaging platform for woodturners of all skill
levels to connect, share techniques, and
discuss projects. These sessions often feature
demonstrations, guest speakers, and open
discussions, fostering a supportive community
where members can learn and be inspired.
It’s a great way to stay connected, exchange
ideas, and deepen your passion for
woodturning.
These sessions are all free of charge to
anyone wanting to participate and you can
connect from almost any internet enabled
device using the link below. It’s the same link
for every meeting. Register in advance for this
meeting using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/t
Z0sde2rqzIoGNFoFnOuUcvr88deIwU_7xcB
#/registration
After registering, you will receive a
confirmation email containing information
about joining the meeting. Please register in
advance to ensure you receive the email with
meeting details.
The meetings are every Friday evening at
7:30pm. We will open the meeting at around
7:15pm to allow everyone time to get
connected before the meeting.
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In Memoriam 
Dave Grainger
Adrian King
On hearing that Dave had left the world of
woodturning I felt sadness at the loss of an
old comrade bevel rubber, but also joy at
having known such a great guy. 
I also felt a debt of gratitude for what he did
for the craft.
It was Dave who in March 1994 wrote to
Revolutions suggesting the formation of a
group in East Surrey and seeking any
woodturners interested in such a venture.
Dave found the Edgecoombe Centre for our
meetings and a death trap of a lathe, which
no one in their right mind would come within
a mile of.
So it began, and the half dozen nutters
became an association of 85 - the limit for
the hall. Dave’s minutes of the early meetings
make interesting reading and are preserved
in the club’s archive.
When he left Selsdon to retire to Cumbria he
didn’t stop and was soon encouraging the
craft on a regional basis.
The last time I saw Dave and Sue he was
happy as a sand boy in a farmhouse with two
outbuildings, one with a lathe and lots of
shavings, while the other was full of wood!
Happy memories.  

Dave in his heyday and a hat he turned.
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The AWGB are pleased to provide the Black
Country Woodturners with a grant of
£300.00 for the upgrading of their Audio
Visual equipment. This is a big help for this
club due to replacing the majority of
equipment and having it updated, this has
given the demonstration nights a better
viewing experience.
The cheque was presented by Barrie Fisher
AWGB Midland representative to Roger
Cheshire who is President of the Black
Country Woodturners.
Whilst this was taking place I took the
opportunity to thank the Black Country
Woodturners again for the additional help
that they provided whilst at the Yarnfield
Seminar of 2024, which was held in Stone.
Also additional thanks go to both Ian and
Kim Brown who took charge of the complete
running of the Gallery for the members
turned items, they did a fantastic job.

Cheque presentation
Barrie Fisher



26

Woodturning Crossword number 2 - answers
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Tutor Assessment
Roger Cutler
A tutor assessment I did recently at my
workshop, of Stephen Eccles. - Well done
Stephen!

One of the benefits of AWGB
membership is access to free training
courses on a range of topics. So far this
year we have run courses on turning fruit
and trinket boxes. We also have a day on
end-grain hollowing coming up with Joe
Creed-Kaile. 
Members are invited to apply for
upcoming courses, including thread
chasing and tool control. The programme
is updated on a regular basis and courses
can be applied for here:
https://www.awgb.co.uk/training/training
-workshop-dates/
See page 19 for the full list courses
available at the time of going to press.

Member Training
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